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Hello fellow gardeners - for my first official act as your new president, it is 
my pleasure to inform you that, despite our issues late last year, the club 
is viable, with a full slate of executives and directors. So, expect business 
as usual for our fortieth year in operation.  We have teed up a full 
program of speakers, our photography competition is taking shape with 
new categories and themes, and our anniversary celebration plans are 
underway: we have selected a theme for this year and will be announcing 
it at the next meeting. So plan to be there and bring a friend.  

Please allow me to introduce myself: I am Gerald Bouchard, your new 
president. Many of you do not know me, much less know of me. No 
surprise, as I am a brand new member of KMHS.  I joined up just last 
December at the pot luck supper. How can it be, you may ask yourself, 
that someone so new to the club can become your president just like 
that? The answer is simple: I’m really Barack Obama. Just kidding! 

My wife, Jane, has been a member of the society for several years and she 
currently serves as the director of memberships. She enjoys the club so 
much, and often tells me how much good it does for the community, and 
how much she looks forward to the camaraderie there.  Concerned that 
the club might fold, without new leaders, she communicated to me 
through the mysterious telepathy between husband and wife, that she 
wanted me to step up. “Would you like me to volunteer,?”  I said.      

Not knowing what I was getting into, I nevertheless tried to be positive. I 
thought , “is there any precedent for this, for someone to assume the 
presidency of an organization  with no prior experience in it”, besides 
Barack Obama. It took some perseverance, but I finally found one:  in 458 
B.C., the Roman statesman Cincinnatus, when the republic was in danger 
of falling, was called upon by his fellow citizens to drop his plough, leave 
his farm, and lead the defence of  the city. And he did so successfully, all 
within sixteen days. Then, refusing all honours, he returned to his simple 
life as a farmer. A good precedent, and a good story, even if exaggerated.  

Truth be told, I enjoy gardening:  I love to be outside when the weather is 
fine, to work the soil, and to watch things grow; I delight in the 
peacefulness of the garden, and to observe and marvel at the wonders of 
nature, right at my fingertips. When day’s work is done, I like to savour 
the fruits of my labours, among the beauty of the flowers and shrubs in 
the quiet of a summer evening.   What could be better? 

I’m glad you asked. What makes it better is to be able to share one’s love 
of gardening with others of like mind. And is this not what this 
organization, the Kanata March Horticultural Society, is all about? 

I am proud to be a member and honoured to serve as your president. I 
hope the society will flourish over the years to come.    

                          Gerald Bouchard 
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All About Seeds 
Feb 2nd, 7: 30 pm 

Old Town Hall, March Road, Kanata. 
 

Come along to our next meeting, 
the Annual Seed Exchange. Here 
you can exchange or acquire some 
locally grown seeds and learn 
about how you can create colour, 
interest and food from just a 
handful of seeds. 
 
Norma Davidson and Margaret 
Turner will share their varied 
adventures in growing from seed. 
 
Please bring seeds to exchange, 
packaged and clearly marked. 
Details about what to include on 
the packet are on the web at ???. If 
you have no seeds to exchange, 
don’t worry. You can purchase 
packets for 25¢.  
 

As always, guests are most welcome. The 
$5.00 charge can be applied to membership. 



KMHS Announcements 

     

 KMHS Photography Contests, 2009 and 2010 
  

Gardening Quotes: The GardeƴŜǊΩǎ ¸ŜŀǊ by Karel Capek, 1929 

I will now tell you how to recognize a real gardener. “You must come to see 
me,” he says; “I will show you my garden.” Then, when you go just to please 
him, you will find him with his rump sticking up somewhere among his 
perennials. “I will come in a moment,” he shouts over his shoulder. “Just 
wait till I have planted this ……. 
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you MUST consult detailed 
reference books before eating any 
wild fungi or other garden or wild 
plants— preferably several 
sources, to ensure your safety.  
When in doubt, don’t eat.  

40th Anniversary theme 

In November you voted on four 
member suggestions for a theme 
for our anniversary. At our 
February meeting, we will 
announce the theme that has 
been selected and give those 
wonderful orchid prizes to the top 
two submissions. Don’t miss it! 

 

 

 

2010 Membership fees due 

Membership fees are now due, 
$15.00 for individuals and $25.00 
for families. The membership 
form is on the web at Join us and 
can be mailed in or brought to the 
next meeting.  

Mushroom alert 

At our January meeting, the topic 
was unusual edibles. The speaker, 
Allan Goddard, showed some 
photos of mushrooms, as a way to 
identify what was safe to eat. We 
want to reiterate his warning that 

 

The Old Town Hall from the new 
arbour, the front cover for the KMHS    

2010 Yearbook. 
 

Congratulations to Robert Barta 
 

For those of you who attended the pot luck supper in December, 
I hope you enjoyed seeing all the entries in the 2009 contest. The 
first place photos in each of the 12 classes are now in the 2010 
Yearbook, which will be available shortly. A photo by Robert 
Barta, especially fitting for our 40th anniversary, will grace the 
front cover.  

Thank you to the 10 participants in this year's contest. Norma 
Davidson was successful in the close race for the overall winner, 
with the runner-up, Qing Mao, only half a point behind.  
Following closely, in a tie for third place, were Marlene Puetz and 
Shirley Monkhouse. 

Shirley has kindly offered to run and judge the 2010 contest. She 
has developed 12 new classes for our anniversary contest, to be 
announced at the February meeting. They will then be placed on 
our website for future reference.  

Please give Shirley your support to make this contest and our 
Yearbook even better than ever. 

Karl Siemens 

 

2010 KMHS Executive 

and Directors  

Here are the people who have 
kindly agreed to lead our 
society this year.  The 
yearbook has their contact 
details.  

    Executive 

President: Gerald Bouchard 
Treasurer: David Davidson  
Secretary: Gisele Robertson 
Past Pres.: Robert Barta   
 
Directors 

2009 – 2010 
Anne Crosley  
Karl Siemens  
Cheryl Sinclair 
Elizabeth Stokely 
 
2010 – 2011 
Jane Bouchard 
Norma Davidson 
Marlene Puetz 
Sheila Smith 

 

http://www.kanata-horticultural.com/Join%20Us.htm


Gardening ideas  

 
Perennial of the Year, 2010: Baptisia australis 

 

Plants and seeds 
 

Armchair notes 
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Each year the Perennial Plant Association selects a plant of the year. To 
qualify for this, the plant must be suitable for a wide range of conditions, 
low maintenance, pest and disease resistant and have multiple season of 
ornamental interest. This year’s plant is baptisia australis, common 
name False Indigo. 

You will see much more of this plant in the stores in spring. This lovely 
long-lived perennial does well in this area. Kiwi Gardens (outside Perth) 
has some splendid specimens in their shade garden, both the blue and 
the more unusual yellow varieties. Baptisia takes some time to get fully 
established, but from then on gives an early display of beautifully 
coloured blooms with attractive bluey-green foliage all summer.  to add 
to its charms, it requires little maintenance. If you don’t have one in your 
garden, why not give it a try this year? 

Are you ever tempted to bring seeds in from abroad, but then resist in 
case of  import problems? According to Canadian Gardening magazine, 
you don’t need a seed analysis certificate or an import declaration to 
bring in herb or flower seeds weighing five kilograms or less, but you will 
need paperwork for wildflower seeds heavier than 500 grams. See the 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency’s Automated Import Reference System 
for full details before importing anything. . Importing seeds 

 

In print: The Gardener’s Year, Karel Capek, 1929. A delightful month-by-
month description of the challenges and triumphs of an ordinary 
gardener. Very funny. 

In cyberspace: http://www.transatlanticplantsman.typepad.com/ A very 
interesting blog by Graham Rice, a leading plantsman in US and UK. 

 

 

 

Our 40th anniversary 

theme 

This is a new section in the 
newsletter that will allow us 
to share ideas and tips to 
support our focus on our 
selected theme.  

 

Watch this space 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.canadiangardening.com/how-to/seeds
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/plaveg/seesem/seeseme.shtml
http://www.transatlanticplantsman.typepad.com/


News, questions and information 
 

Our society 
 

Our newsletter  
 

Gerald Bouchard,  
new KMHS President 

 
 
 
 

Your questions 

Do you have some burning questions about your plants or garden that 
you’d like answered—preferably from people coping with the same 
challenges? If so, send them to me, Margaret Turner, at 
sheepsville@gmail.com for inclusion in next month’s newsletter.  

Answers will be published the following month.  

Out and about 

There’s not a lot going on in the gardening world around here right now, but here are some advance notices for 
future events that may be of interest to you. 

1. March 17 – 21st: Experience the first Breath of Spring at Canada Blooms: the Toronto Flower & Garden 
Festival at the Direct Energy Centre! www.canadablooms.com/ 

2. April 23 – 25th: Kanata Garden & Landscape Show.   

3. April 26th: The Right Honourable Adrienne Clarkson presents "From Parking Lot to Paradise; The Making of 
an Urban Garden". Ottawa Botanical Garden Society. http://www.ottawagarden.ca/ 
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In existence for forty years, our horticultural society aims to serve the 
Kanata-March community through horticultural education, local public 
garden maintenance, opportunities for young gardeners to earn volunteer 
hours and various special events.  In late May we hold a Plant Sale where  
many excellent bargains are on offer. We hold monthly meetings in the 
Old Town Hall, Kanata. Here local gardening experts share their 
knowledge. 

We are one of the twenty plus societies that make up District 2 of the 
Ontario Horticultural Association and, through this affiliation, we are 
grateful to receive grants from OMAFRA and the City of Ottawa. These 
grants are used for public garden maintenance.  

The monthly newsletter is online at the end of each month, with 
members being informed of this by email. If you see an article or website 
that you think would be of interest to others, please let me know by the 
third Friday of the month. Margaret Turner, sheepsville@gmail.com 

I’m trying a new format this month, for our 40
th

 anniversary year. Please 
let me know what you think.   

Finally, how about a name for the newsletter – any ideas? 

Kanata-March 

Horticultural Society 

Box 24072, 300 Eagleson Road, 

Kanata. 
ON K2M 2C3 
 
kanatamhs@yahoo.ca 

 
Find us on the Web:     KMHS online 
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