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President’s Message 

Hello everyone, 

Haven’t we had the most beautiful spring in living memory! Absolutely 
wonderful for gardeners who can enjoy their garden blooms almost a month 
in advance. Just yesterday my father-in-law showed me a small cherry tomato 
plant he has outside and it is just loaded with fruit. Amazing! 

And speaking of tomatoes, our tomato plant sale will be held this weekend at 
the Davidson’s home at 2470, Dunrobin Road, Saturday, May 29th. We are 
hoping for a good turnout of members, both those who have volunteered to 
help out, and those who are coming to buy. 

And speaking of helping out, I would like to thank those who came out to tidy 
up the two city gardens we are in charge of, namely Molly Wilson Park and 
Tom Thomson Park. I was at Tom Thomson along with Mary Stuart, who 
brought two students with her that were doing it for community service 
points; also the Davidsons and Karl Siemens.  I think we put in a pretty good 
effort, especially pulling out all those day lilies, but to be honest, I feel we 
only made a dent in the work that has to be done. We may have to consider 
another volunteer tidy-up day. 

Tickets for the 40th anniversary at the Herb Garden have sold well, but we 
would like to sell more, so do plan to attend. Tickets will be on sale at our 
meeting on Tuesday, June 1st. Ten dollars for members, twenty for non-
members. 

I would like to thank Mary Stuart once again for coming to the fore and 
helping out at the Royalton Retirement Home’s grand opening of their new 
greenhouse. This was a last minute volunteer job: apparently the Royalton’s 
original speaker bowed out, and they were desperately looking for a 
replacement. Enter Mary Stuart who not only did a fine job (I’m told) but also 
said she enjoyed it very much. Plus, more community contacts have been 
made, and the Royalton has mentioned that they would be happy to host one 
of our meetings there. And that translates into more memberships for us. So 
once again, thank you Mary, and thanks also to Shirley Monkhouse for letting 
Mary know of the opportunity.  

Also, keep in mind the bus trip to the Montreal Botanical Gardens in July. This 
is being organized by the Stittsville-Goulbourn Horticultural Society and the 
West Carleton Garden Club.  Details of the trip are found elsewhere in this 
newsletter.  

See you all at the next meeting on Tuesday, June 1
st

.  

Gerald Bouchard, President 
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Roses 

Edith Faulkner 
 

June 1st, 7:00 pm 
Old Town Hall, March Road, Kanata. 

 
Learn more about how to use roses in 

your gardens, find out what sorts are best 
suited to our climate and discover ways 

to keep them healthy. 
 

As always, guests are most welcome. The 
$5.00 charge can be applied to 

membership. 
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 Gardening ideas: plant combinations 
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 40the Anniversary Celebration 
July 18th: The Herb Garden 
If you haven’t yet bought your ticket for 
this year’s special event, please 
remember to bring your money to our 
next meeting, as this will be your last 
purchase opportunity. 

The event will take place at The Herb 
Garden outside Almonte, where we will 
have a catered lunch, followed by a 
guided tour of their beautiful gardens. A 
great chance to talk about gardening in a 
lovely setting, with good food to boot! 
The cost is $10 for members and $20 for 
others. 

 

KMHS Plant Sale: May 29th 
As described in our last newsletter, 
the Plant Sale is a bit different this 
year. In addition to the new venue, 
2470, Dunrobin Road, plant drop 
off has changed. I would like your 
plants as soon as possible, so I can 
sort them well before the sale. So, 
if you have plants for the sale, drop 
them off any time at the farm. 
If you can help on the day or need 
more information, please call or 
send me an email. 

Norma Davidson 
613 832 4615 

davidnorma@rogers.com 

With plant sale season upon us, it’s a good time to think about how to 
use those spur-of-the-moment purchases. Placing a new perennial in 
your garden deserves some forethought. With luck and good planning, 
the plant will stay in position for many years. Of course, if necessary, 
most perennials can be moved. It’s not a total disaster if you put the 
two-foot rudbeckia behind the four-foot veronica that you thought was 
only going to grow to 18”.  

Most of us tend to consider the soil, light and moisture conditions 
when we decide where to plant something. Less often do we think 
about how it will fit with the existing plants in that space. Does it 
complement its new neighbours? Does it flower at a time when it will 
enhance the other plants? What is its foliage like throughout the year? 
What’s the shape of the plant as a whole and the shape of its flowers? 
How long will it take to reach full size? 

Fortunately there are many great books and websites that provide 
ideas on plant combinations for those of us who are not yet skilled in 
this approach. Googling will soon bring up a long list of websites, but 
here are just a few suggestions for books to browse when you relax in 
the garden this summer. 

Choosing Plant Combinations: Cathy Wilkinson Barash. Tons of lovely 
photos here to get your ideas flowing. 

The Harrowsmith Perennial Garden: Patrick Lima. Familiar, easily 
available plants listed here, with a simple approach to building up a 
whole bed by arranging series of combinations of 3 plants. 

Designing with Plants: Piet Oudolf. The focus is on the shape of plants 
and flowers, with great suggestions and lots of basic plant information. 

 

 
 
 
 

A garden for your future 

Playing on the words of our 40th 
anniversary theme, Gardening 
for the Future, I wondered how 
many of us have a clear picture 
of what we want our garden to 
be in five, ten or twenty years.  

Gardening is a long-term 
activity: good gardens take 
years to come to fruition, 
whatever the makeover artists 
would have us believe.  Good 
gardeners also take years to 
come to fruition, so be kind to 
yourself— think of your garden 
as a ten-year study project. 
Remove the pressure for 
instant success: free yourself to 
experiment and learn. 

This summer, take a few 
minutes each week and jot 
down the words that come to 
mind when you view your 
garden.  Note what you say 
about your garden. Is this a 
place you enjoy? Does it match 
your garden of the future?  

 
 

The Herb Garden 
 

mailto:davidnorma@rogers.com
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Final Tips & Hints for taking Photographs: Prints and Digital Images 
Extra information about Digital Cameras  

 
Digital Cameras 

 Get comfortable with technology – read the instructions, practice and keep notes. Build your understanding of 
camera, computer, transfer method, printer, and file management for best results 

 If you don’t have a computer, you can buy a unified system— a camera with docking platform and attached 
printer. This approach requires more memory cards. 

 You can display your photos on a Digital Frame: a portable 8+” screen which displays a slide show (via memory 
card). 

 Buy a Memory Card for extra image file storage (e.g. 5 -10 MB). This allows you to take lots of pictures! 

 Always have extra batteries on hand and or keep the internal battery charged up. 

 Save the good pictures, and print only the pictures that you like the best and those to give away. 
 
The Basics 

 For a good quality images purchase a camera with minimum of 5-10 mega pixels resolution. A digital camera 
creates images which are called files and these are made up of a grid that is like a ‘graph paper’. Each of the 
squares (referred to as pixels) in that file hold a code that represents a colour. This creates the image. 

 Image Dimensions refers to the image width and length in pixels (1888 x 2832, 800 x 1200).  This directly reflects 
on the file size since the larger the dimensions the more pixels and therefore a larger file size. 

 File Size refers to the size of the image digital file, as in the storage space it takes to save the image file on a device 
such as your computer hard drive or the memory stick. Size is usually stated in KB or MB. (File sizes- 500KB, 
1500KB=1.5MB, 2MB= 2000KB, some are now +5MB.) 

 The higher the resolution setting of the camera, the larger the image files size. This is because of the larger 
number of pixels which the camera is programmed to create when taking the image file. The higher the resolution, 
the higher the quality of the digital image. 

 Image files have ‘Properties’ – This is what is referred to as ‘meta data’ that is attached to each ‘file’ such as: Date 
and time the Image was taken, Size (KB MB), Dimensions (e.g. 2832 x 1888), Type - Camera Model, Date Modified.  
 

Editing: 

 Editing of the image file is most often done on a computer with an application, e.g.  Photoshop or ACDsee. Several 
digital camera models now have built in editing capabilities.   

 Editing can improve the images in the same way editing prints does, for example: cropping, however, with digitals 
you can change pixels to delete unwanted objects. Other edit functions are: adding Text, changing the colour to 
B&W, etc. 

 An editing function which is helpful to learn is ‘Resizing’ – this is the process of changing the number of pixels, 
usually to make a smaller file size for the internet / web use or emailing. Resizing can either increase or decrease 
the number of pixels in an image, which will not affect a good photo with a high resolution. If the original image 
has a low resolution resizing will cause a loss of quality and create a grid-like image.  

 Note:  Do not email images larger than 2MB they take a long time to transfer and most mailboxes have limits i.e. 2-
5MB .  Also resizing the dimensions, allows others to view the image without having to use the scroll bar.   For 
emailing aim for images that are lower than 500 KB and 600 x 800. 

 
Printing: There are several ways to print your digital images, depending on your comfort level with technology. 

 Your home computer and a printer which prints good quality photos 

  You can go to a printing station, such as Kodak found at Loblaws and Wal-Mart 

  You can deposit your memory stick with Blacks and Costco and let them make the prints.  
Beware: Image dimensions vs. printed dimensions may be different with the result of loss of image detail at the edges 
to fit on to a 4”x 6”paper.  To minimize this, use a 2 by 3 ratio file dimension, which will fit  into the 4” x 6” format. 

Shirley Monkhouse 

 



 

News and information 
 

Our society 
 

Our newsletter  
 

Out and about 

More plant sales and plenty of opportunities for garden tours and summer trips out.  

1. May 29th:  KMHS and The Ottawa Botanical Garden Society hold a joint Plant Sale at 9:30 am to 2 
pm, 2470, Dunrobin Road. This is the place to get your heirloom tomatoes and lots of other great 
bargains. For a complete list of what types of tomatoes are on offer this year, please see our 
website:  KMHS online. The link to the list is on the Events page. 

2. May 29th: Greater Ottawa Water Garden Horticultural Society has some seats left on their annual 
bus trip to the Montreal Botanical Garden on May 29th to attend the Great Gardening Weekend 
put on by the Montreal Botanical Garden. GOWGHS Events 

3. June 5th: The Fletcher Wildlife Garden's annual Native Plant Sale takes place on Saturday, 5 June, 
9:30 to 12:30, Prince of Wales Drive, south of the Arboretum in Ottawa. Fletcher Wildlife Garden 

4. June 19th: GOWGHS hosts their annual Water Garden Tour, featuring 13 water gardens in Ottawa. 
These water gardens are new or old, small or large. If you are planning on a water feature in your 
garden, this is a great way to see what you can do with your garden space. Cost is $10.00 per 
person. Tickets will be available June 1st at GOWGHS Events 

5. July 14th: Stittsville Goulbourn Hort. Society hosts a weekday coach trip to Montreal Botanical 
Gardens. Meet - Carp Rd. Park ''n Ride (other locations TBD). $50 for any horticultural society 
member. Catherine Disley-Engler for Tickets & Info. 836-3588  or  catherinedisley@rogers.com 

6. July 18th: KMHS 40th Anniversary Celebration: 11:30am at the Herb Garden for a splendid catered 
lunch and a guided tour of the gardens. Rain or shine. $10 for members, $20 for non-members. 

 

  

In existence for forty years, our horticultural society aims to serve the 
Kanata-March community through horticultural education, local public 
garden maintenance, opportunities for young gardeners to earn volunteer 
hours and various special events.  In late May we hold a Plant Sale, where  
many excellent bargains are on offer. We hold monthly meetings in the 
Old Town Hall, Kanata. Here local gardening experts share their 
knowledge. 

We are one of the twenty plus societies that make up District 2 of the 
Ontario Horticultural Association and, through this affiliation, we are 
grateful to receive grants from OMAFRA and the City of Ottawa. These 
grants are used for public garden maintenance.  

This is the last newsletter before the summer. We’ll be back in late August 
to let you know what going on in the fall.  

In the meantime, have a wonderful summer in your gardens and 
remember to take a few minutes each day to enjoy them—they aren’t 
just for working! 
 

 

Kanata-March 

Horticultural Society 

Box 24072, 300 Eagleson Road, 
Kanata. 
ON K2M 2C3 
 

Contact us 

kanatamhs@yahoo.ca 
 
On the Web:   KMHS online 
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http://www.kanata-horticultural.com/
http://www.ottawawatergardens.com/Events.htm
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