May 2010 | Kanata-March Horticultural Society

Calling all gardeners

President’s Message

Hello everyone,

Well, if April showers bring May flowers, then we should be in for a
“blooming good month”. We have had lots of rain, warmth, sunshine, many
trees are already in leaf, and I’'m proud to say | already have a bleeding heart
in flower in my garden.

On April 10 Gisele, Jane and | went to the OHA District 2 convention in
Kemptville, where we had a lovely time. We met many interesting people
there, including the presidents of the Stittsville-Goulbourn Horticultural
Society and the West Carleton Garden Club, Margaret Farr and Donna
Caldwell respectively. They are planning a field trip to the Montreal Botanical
Gardens sometime in July and have invited our society to join them. No firm
date is planned as yet, but the ladies are thinking sometime mid-week, when
the crowds will be less. The approximate cost is $50 per person, and that
includes bus transportation and entrance fee to the Gardens. That’s a good
deal, and you don’t have the worry of driving. Just enjoy! We’ll keep you
posted on this.

Don’t forget we are having our plant sale on May 29" This year it will be held
at David and Norma Davidson’s home at 2470 Dunrobin Road. If you have any
plants you wish to donate to this sale, please bring them along. And, if you
would like to help out with the sale (either the day before setting up, or on
the day itself) please contact David or Norma at (613) 832-4615, or email
davidnorma@rogers.com. This sale is an excellent opportunity to purchase
heritage and heirloom tomato plants at a fraction of the price you would pay
anywhere else, if you could find them. So, as the French say, profitez-en.

As we always do this time of year, we are looking for volunteers to help clean
up the two city garden parks we have adopted. We plan to clean up Molly
Wilson Park on May 12" (rain date the 13th), and Tom Thomson Park on May
19" (rain date 20th). No need to sign up; just show up; with a rake and/or
shovel. We thank you; the city thanks you; everybody who loves a clean park
thanks you.

Tickets for our 40™ Anniversary at the Herb Garden are selling well, so if you
haven’t already purchased yours please think about purchasing them at our
May meeting. Tickets are $10 for members and $20 for non-members.

All this lovely weather we have had is all very well, but remember, & 0 dz3 a
A G (\V2it8 tHat i®mind, you won’t want to miss our speaker this month,
Douglas Perkins, informing us on the subject of “Managing Outdoor and
Indoor Pests — in a Safe and Enviro-Friendly Way”.

See you all at our next meeting on Tuesday May 4th!
Gerald Bouchard, President
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Managing Outdoor

and Indoor Pests:
in a safe and enviro-friendly
way

May 4th, 7:00 pm
Old Town Hall, March Road, Kanata.

Douglas Perkins, our speaker
this month, is an expert in pest
management and
environmental concerns, having
worked in this area for many
years. He will help us all deal
with the challenges of keeping
the garden looking good,
without recourse to over-the-
top solutions. Given the warm
winter we have had, perhaps he
will tell us how we can tackle
what may be a great season for

critters!

As always, guests are most welcome. The

$5.00 charge can bapplied to
membership



mailto:davidnorma@rogers.com

Spring at the Old Town Hall

Garden clean up

We are planning a spring
clean-up at the two public
gardens KMHS looks after. If
you can help, please call or
send me an email...there will
also be a sign up sheet at the
May meeting.

Molly Wilson Garderat the
Old Town Hall Tuesday May
11 from 6.00pm to 8.00pm.
(rain date same time on
Wednesday May 12)

Tom Thomson Parkn Teron
Road, Beaverbrook, Kanata
Wednesday May 19 from
6.00pm to 8.00pm.

Helpers will need their
gardening tools....spades,
trowels,etc.

Norma Davidson
613 832 4615
davidnorma@rogers.com

KMHS Plant Sale

We have changed the venue of our
plant sale this year for a couple of
reasons—the construction on
March Road and the problems of
transporting 600 tomato plants.
The sale will be held at our farm at
2470, Dunrobin Road, on Saturday
May 29, from 9.30am till around
2.00pm. The proceeds from the
sale of the tomatoes plants will go
to the OBGS, who are trying to get
a botanical garden created in

KMHS Announcements

If you have any plants for the sale,
either bring them to the May
meeting or drop them off any time at
the farm. If you can help on the day
or need more information, please call
or send me an email.
Norma Davidson
613 832 4615
davidnorma@rogers.com

Next Yeaf3 Pogram

Don’t forget to tell us your interests,

so Elizabeth can plan next year’s
speakers. Vote now at 2011 KMHS

Event Planning

2010 KMHS Photography Contest

Tips & Hints for taking Photographs: Prints and Digital Images
Design

1. Look for the ‘Usual’ or the ‘Unusual’ view.

Stand at a place where everyone else does, will likely have the best angle
and view or seek out a position to stand at that will create a view that has a
unique angle.

2. Decide if the subject you are photographing is ‘Simple or Complex’.
Simple most likely has a single object to focus on. Keep image uncluttered.
Complex has many points of interest and is busy. Look for symmetry.

3. Seek out a Contrast or Balance

Contrast adds interest, however, too much is overwhelming; consider the
proportions. Seek out a Balance in the view that which appears to look
natural to the eye.

4. Colour: The Colour Wheel

Warm Colours: Yellow to Violet

Ottawa. All other proceeds go
to KMHS.

Cool Colours: Green to Purple

Primary Colours: Red Yellow Blue

Secondary: Orange Green Purple
Certain colours go together which creates a harmonious view, but value
and proportion are also major factors to consider.
Value is the strength of the colour you see i.e. pastels vs. jewel tones.
Proportion: if the amount of one or two colours is much greater than the
other colours, then the objects in the image may appear ‘disproportionate’.
Colour Combinations that work well using the wheel

Analogous: colours adjacent to one another on the wheel.
Complementary: two colours opposite each other on the wheel.

Split Complementary: one colour and the two colours adjacent to its
complementary colour.

Triad: three colours an equal distance apart on the wheel — equal triangle.
Tetrad: four colours an equal distance apart — square.

Shirley Monkhoust
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Gardens of the future

Visiting Eden

Last month | was fortunate to visit the Eden Project, a large scale
environmental project in Cornwall, in the south of England. This
project is all about gardening for the future. Taking a disused china
clay quarry covering 35 acres and 60 metres in depth, the designers
created a series of spaces called zones. Each space presents the flora
of a particular zone on earth, the Rainforest, Mediterranean and
temperate zones. In these zones are over one million plants, all
planted and grown over the last eight years.

Two of the zones are housed in huge biomes, the world’s largest
greenhouses. The rainforest biome creates a huge tropical
environment, complete with birds, insects and overwhelming
humidity. Here plants of the world’s tropical areas are shown, along
with lots of information about how we use these plants for food,
materials and fuel. As a very welcome contrast after the heat, the
Mediterranean biome presents the flora of Mediterranean-type
climates: wonderful citrus fruits, amazing cacti and tons of spring
bulbs when we were there. Finally the outdoor zone shows how the
flowers, fruit and vegetables found in a typical English climate are
used, from straight vegetable gardening to ship construction and the
Cornish daffodil industry. Here’s quote from their web site: take a
moment to visit—it’s both education and eye-opener. Eden Project

“The Eden project exists to explore our dependence on the natural

world, rebuilding connections of understanding that have gone from
many people’s lives. Much of the Eden Project tells the story of how
plants support our social, economic and environmental well-being.”

Armchair notes

In print: DESIGNING WITH PLAS)Piet Oudolf and Noel Kingsbury. An
excellent book that makes you focus on the whole plant, not just the
flower. Lovely illustrations and good information.

In cyberspace: Garden Rant an informative and entertaining blog,

written by a number of lively contributors. US based, but still helpful.

Gardening for the
Future

Last month, | challenged you all
to think about what gardening
for the future meant for you. |
decided | should do the same, so
here are my thoughts.

My first thoughts were that
gardening for the future was all
about good stewardship: caring
for the soil, laying a sustainable
groundwork for a garden, both
attractive and useful, and
minimizing the fossil fuel used in
this activity.

Then a second stream of ideas
popped up: for me, gardening is
ALL about the future—not so
much about good stewardship,
but rather the simple fact that,
as a gardener, | am constantly
looking ahead. What’s up next,
what needs some additional
care to flourish, what needs to
be done to get ready for next
week, next season, next year?

Sometimes there scarcely seems
time to enjoy what is already in
bloom and in season, my mind is
so busy racing ahead. Do | have
any fellow sufferers out there—
too busy focusing on what’s to
come to savour the here and
now!

So it seems to me that we
gardeners are well placed to
garden for the future— it’s in
our DNA. But, how dowe do it in
the best way? This is where the
Eden Project and similar
endeavours can inspire us.


http://www.edenproject.com/
http://www.gardenrant.com/

News and information

Kanata-March

Horticultural Society Our society

In existence for forty years, our horticultural society aims to serve the

Box 24072, 300 Eagleson Road, Kanata-March community through horticultural education, local public

Kanata. garden maintenance, opportunities for young gardeners to earn volunteer
ON K2m 2€3 hours and various special events. In late May we hold a Plant Sale, where

many excellent bargains are on offer. We hold monthly meetings in the
Contact us

Old Town Hall, Kanata. Here local gardening experts share their

kanatamhs@yahoo.ca knowledge.

On the Web: KMHS online We are one of the twenty plus societies that make up District 2 of the
Ontario Horticultural Association and, through this affiliation, we are
grateful to receive grants from OMAFRA and the City of Ottawa. These
grants are used for public garden maintenance.

Our newsletter

The monthly newsletter is online at the end of each month, with
members being informed of this by email. If you see an article or website
that you think would be of interest to others, please let me know by the
third Friday of the month. Margaret Turner, sheepsville@gmail.com

Out and about

May seems to be Plant Sale month—they are everywhere. See the OHA website for more information
than | can present here: Plant Sales. It’s also the month when the Farmers’ Markets get going again—I
can hardly wait for the asparagus.

1. May 8" and 9th: the Master Gardeners sponsor the Red Trillium Studio Tour between 10am and
5pm each day. See their website for more. Red Trillium Tour

2. May 9th: Friends of the Farm hold their Rare and Unusual Plant Sale at the Central Experimental
Farm, 9 am to noon.

3. May 29" KMHS Annual Plant Sale, 9:30 am to 2 pm, 2470, Dunrobin Road. This is the place to get
your heirloom tomatoes and lots of other great bargains. For a complete list of what tomatoes are
on offer this year, please see our website: KMHS online. The link to the list is on the Events page.

4. May 29" Greater Ottawa Water Garden Horticultural Society has some seats left on their annual
bus trip to the Montreal Botanical Garden on May 29th to attend the Great Gardening Weekend
put on by the Montreal Botanical Garden. GOWGHS Events
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